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OLYMPIC GAMES, GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE 

633. Mr P.B. WATSON to the Minister for Sport and Recreation:   
Will the minister inform the House what assistance the State Government is providing Western Australian 
athletes to get to the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens?   
Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for Albany for the question.  I acknowledge that he has been instrumental in lobbying the 
State Government to ensure that our Olympic athletes are well funded.  I do not have to remind the House that he 
is a former Olympian and one of Australia’s great 1 500-metre runners.  The member for Albany attended the 
1968 Mexico Olympics.  I thank him for his advocacy on behalf of the sport.   
Mr M.J. Birney interjected. 
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member for Kalgoorlie is such a windy lightweight.  It is only the black Nugget on 
his white shoes that prevents him being blown away by his own wind.   
The Western Australian Olympic Council has set a fundraising target of $500 000 to enable up to 40 Western 
Australian athletes to attend the Olympic Games.  On behalf of the Western Australian Government and all the 
people whom the Western Australian Government represents, I have presented the Western Australian Olympic 
Council with a cheque for $166 000.  That amount is one-third of the council’s fundraising target.  I am very 
pleased to have been able to do that on behalf of everybody in Western Australia.  The high degree of 
achievement of our Olympic and Commonwealth Games athletes is a very important social and cultural 
manifestation of the State’s success.  

A couple of contrasts can be drawn.  Although the Western Australian Government has contributed $166 000, 
the Western Australian Olympic Council gets zero dollars from the federal Government - nothing - which is an 
appalling lack of support.  On top of the money that the Western Australian Government gives to the Olympic 
athletes, it also funds the Western Australian Institute of Sport to the tune of $3.25 million.  This Government 
restored funding to the Western Australian Institute of Sport after the previous State Government cut that 
funding.  Labor made an election commitment that it would restore funding - $1 million over four years - to the 
Western Australian Institute of Sport, which it has done. 

There are some outstanding Western Australian athletes, and I hope they will be able to achieve great things in 
Athens.  Kylie Wheeler is the women’s heptathlon champion.  Anybody who has met Kylie Wheeler will know 
that she is a magnificent ambassador for this State.  Dmitri Markov and Paul Burgess finished first and third 
respectively in the men’s pole vault at the recent national athletics championships.  Of course, Susan Andrews, 
who is an 800-metres runner, is recognised as a person of great potential and also as a graphic designer.  She is 
the great athlete who designed the letterhead for the stationery of the member for Girrawheen.  She is an 
outstanding achiever in more than one field.  In swimming, Travis Nederpelt, Todd Pearson and Jennifer Reilly 
are destined for great things.  We expect them to achieve highly in Athens; we hope they will. 

The support of athletes is one of the good things that State Governments can do.  In many ways it is an apolitical 
measure, because it brings a warm glow to the whole community and is recognised as being important for 
Australia and Western Australia.  I am sure that every member of this Chamber wishes the Western Australian 
Olympic Council all the best in pursuing its funding goals, and wishes all those athletes who eventually make it 
to Athens the best of luck in their competitions. 
 


